
 
 

MARESFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
REPRESENTING THE VILLAGES OF MARESFIELD, NUTLEY AND FAIRWARP 

Minutes of the Maresfield Parish Council Meeting held at Maresfield Village Hall 
on Tuesday 21st June 2022 at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Cllr Mrs L Reeves (Chair), Cllr R Brickle, Cllr Mrs S Cumming, Cllr D Fisher,  

Cllr Dr P Handley, Cllr T Lewin, Cllr J Lewis, Cllr A Strevens, CCllr R Galley,  
DCllr P Roundell and Mrs C Goossens (Clerk) 

 
A. Public session 

3832.  To approve apologies for absence and to note other non-attendance. 
Cllr M Craddock, Cllr R Hunter, Cllr Dr B Smith and Cllr Mrs Stevens-Smith. 

3833.  Declarations of interest.  None. 
3834.  To receive written requests for new DPI dispensations.  None. 
3835.  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th May 2022: - 
1. For adoption.  The minutes as circulated with the meeting papers were Agreed to be a true and 

accurate record.  The Chairman proposed Adoption, this was seconded by Cllr Strevens and 
Agreed unanimously. 

2. Matters arising from these minutes not elsewhere on the agenda. 
The Clerk reported as follows: 

• 3810.iv - To appoint Road Safety Committee members was omitted from the agenda for this 
meeting.  It was Agreed to email all Councillors to see who would like to join this committee and 
add to the agenda for the next Council meeting.  ACTION:  Clerk. 

• 3814 – Having discussed with the Internal Auditor, the “replacement value” column on the old 
asset register, this is no longer relevant or meaningful.  The new asset inventory on the RBS 
Rialtas accounting software details only “purchase value” and “insurance value”. 

• 3819 – Details of Councillors Allowances as agreed by MPC to be displayed on Parish 
noticeboards this week.  ACTION:  Clerk. 

• 3823 – The fallen tree on the A22 outside Nutley Hall has now been removed and the pavement 
repaired. 

• 3825.2 – Cllr Craddock has spoken directly with Stacey Robbins regarding the lack of 
communication between WDC Planning Officers and MPC regarding the transfer of land from 
SIGMA homes. 

• 3825.3.i – The Chairman of the Fairwarp Village Hall Committee has confirmed that he is happy 
with the principle of a bonded surface in the Fairwarp Play Area.  Agreement still to be sought 
from the Ashdown Forest Conservators.  ACTION:  Asst Clerk. 

• 3825.5 – Wording for Platinum Jubilee plaque still to be provided for Cllr Lewis.  ACTION:  Asst 
Clerk. 

3836.  Reports by and questions to: - 
1. County Councillors. 
CCllr Galley reported as follows: 

• As already mentioned, the tree on the A22 has finally been removed after four months. 

• The petition calling for a reduction in the speed limit on the A22 between Cackle Street and the 
Lampool roundabout was unsuccessful. 

• Katy Bourne has recently taken on the role of Police Commissioner for Road Safety Nationally.  
CCllr Galley hopes to be able to meet with her at Nursery Lane and various other dangerous 
locations within the Parish.  Cllr Strevens noted that as a regular visitor to Coniston Court, it is 
particularly dangerous to exit onto the A22 and perhaps it would be worthwhile visiting with Katy 
Bourne. 

• Some issues have been raised regarding a lack of transport for refugees living in Maresfield i.e. 
difficulty getting to doctors appointments etc.  It is possible that a car volunteer initiative may 
need to be established.  Cllr Galley will follow this up in the coming days. 

2. District Councillors. 
DCllr Roundell reported with sadness that he has today tendered his resignation as District 
Councillor representing Maresfield Ward. 
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The Chairman and Councillors expressed their disappointment at this news and proffered their 
sincere thanks for all DCllr Roundell’s hard work and support over the course of many years. 
CCllr Galley added that Peter Roundell has made a solid and enthusiastic contribution to the role. 

Mr P Roundell left the meeting. 
3837. Parish Wards – issues, needs and Councillors’ reports: - 
1. Fairwarp Ward.  Cllr Dr Handley reported that the village enjoyed a successful weekend 

celebrating the Platinum Jubilee. 
2. Maresfield Ward.  Cllr Mrs Cumming reported similarly that Maresfield enjoyed a successful 

Platinum Jubilee Picnic and Platinum Jubilee Fete both of which were well attended.   
ACTION:  Clerk to thank Maresfield Conservation Group for its tremendous efforts in coordinating 
a fantastic fete. 

 It is with regret the Clerk reported the newly planted Platinum Jubilee tree at Maresfield 
Recreation Ground has been vandalised, one of the lower branches having been “ripped” off. 

3. Nutley Ward.  None. 
3838.  Council bodies - To receive minutes and decisions, followed by reports from Chairmen 
 and any questions: - 
1. Finance & Administration Committee 
i. To review Month 2 2022/23 accounts.  The list of payments as circulated with the meeting papers 

were reviewed.  Grants totalling £14,650 were paid, there are still grants of approximately £1000 
to be paid – issues regarding bank details.  Other “big ticket” items this month included a £45,000 
deposit to Cambridge and Counties for a 1 Year Fixed Bond, “topping up” the £25,000 already 
invested with C&C, £2,837 for the insurance renewal and £1,171 on postage for the annual report 
postcards. 

ii. Annual Return – to approve Annual Governance Statement for 2021/22.   
 This was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Strevens and Agreed unanimously and 

signed as required. 
iii. Annual Return – to approve Annual Accounting Statements for 2021/22. 
 This was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Lewin and Agreed unanimously and 

signed as required. 
iv. To note Internal End of Year Audit.  The report as circulated with the meeting papers was noted.  

All is in order although the Auditor recommends a change to the Financial Regulations which do 
not correctly reflect how payments are processed.  The current process is robust and sound, but 
the Financial Regulations need to be amended to mirror this. 

v. To Adopt revised Financial Regulations in line with Auditors recommendation. 
 The Clerk read the proposed revision to the Financial Regulations as approved by the internal 

auditor.  The Chairman proposed Adoption subject to changing the word ‘“monthly” to “each” 
meeting’ in the second paragraph of item 5.2.  This was seconded by Cllr Lewin and Agreed 
unanimously. 

vi. Staffing update.  Subject to references, the post of Assistant Clerk has been offered to Mrs Rosie 
Karim (Barnes) and she will commence employment on Monday 27th June.  Mrs Karim is also 
Clerk for Frant Parish Council and brings with her a wealth of experience. 

vii. To approve expenditure of £19.00/month (£228 per annum) on RBS Cloud to facilitate RFO role 
being contracted out.  The Parish Council currently has only one licence for RBS.  This additional 
expenditure will allow the Clerk to access all accounting files but will enable Mulberry & Co to 
facilitate all financial data management.  The Chairman proposed approval of £19 per month, this 
was seconded by Cllr Fisher and Agreed unanimously. 

2. Planning Committee. 
i. Draft minutes of the meeting held on 16th May.  Noted. 

Cllr Strevens noted his continued frustration at the inefficacy of the WDC Enforcement team.  The 
Parish Council has repeatedly reported what it believes to be breaches but responses are slow, 
and Officers never seem to carry out site visits. 

3. Environment Committee. 
i. Update from Chairman.  There has been no meeting since last Council. 
ii. To approve expenditure of £1400 on Scout II Radar device for Community Speedwatch. 
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Cllr Strevens noted that the MPC Speedwatch team covers three sites, Straight Half Mile, 
Maresfield, Courtlands (A22) Nutley and the B2026 at Fairwarp.  The current equipment has 
been in use for approximately 6 years.  The proposed equipment is recommended by the Police, 
is far more sophisticated, offering greater accuracy, enabling vehicles to be captured travelling in 
either direction, and it is USB rechargeable thus negating the need for batteries.  An application 
has been made to the Police which may result in a grant of £700 towards the cost of the device – 
we await news on this.  The Clerk noted that there is currently a £5000 Road Safety reserve. 
The Chairman proposed approval of £1400 to purchase the Scout II Radar device (or £700 if we 
are successful and awarded a grant), this was seconded by Cllr Brickle and Agreed 
unanimously.  ACTION:  Clerk. 

4. Road Safety Committee. 
i. Update from Chairman.  Cllr Strevens reported that he recently attended a virtual meeting of the 

Sussex Police and Road Safety Partnership.  The meeting was hosted by several senior Sussex 
Police Officers including Chief Constable Jo Shiner.  The number of traffic fatalities this year has 
greatly increased hence the introduction of Operation Downsway, which is putting more patrols 
and speed camera vans on the roads.  Chief Inspector Kendal Wells made assurances that the 
A22 Maresfield bypass has been marked for inclusion. 
The Police are very grateful for the work carried out by our Speedwatch team and their efforts to 
reduces speeds through our villages.  Cllr Strevens thanked those in Sussex Police involved in 
supporting MPC’s application for one of the newly introduced and experimental acoustic speed 
cameras to be installed on the A22 Maresfield bypass.  Whilst we have had no acknowledgement 
to our application from the Department of Transport, due to the lack of a viable power source at 
the location in question, it is thought unlikely we will be successful in our bid.  There are only four 
of these devices to be rolled out throughout the whole of the UK. 
Cllr Strevens also sought support for MPC’s efforts to get ES Highways to consider re-configuring 
the A22 Maresfield bypass to enable safer overtaking.  Chief Inspector Kendal Wells stated that 
nothing has changed from a partner’s point of view for engineering changes. 

 The next virtual meeting will be held in September. 
5. Neighbourhood & Community Development Plan Steering Group. 
i.  Update from Chairman.  Cllr Mrs Reeves reported that Cllr Craddock recently attended a 

Wealden District Council Central West Planning Cluster meeting chaired by Chris Bending.  It 
was noted that WDC will not publish their Local Plan until they have greater clarification from 
Central Government regarding housing number requirements. 

CCllr Galley left the meeting. 
6. Maresfield Recreation Ground Committee. 
i. Update from Chairman.  In Cllr Mrs Stevens-Smith’s absence, Cllr Mrs Cumming and Cllr Lewis 

reported as follows: 

• The next meeting of the MRG Committee will be held on Tuesday 28th June. 

• MCC have only played one game this season. 

• Stoolball attended both the Jubilee Picnic and Fete and encouraged spectators to try the sport. 

• Cllr R Hunter who is the Chair of Buxted Park Cricket Club has confirmed that the 3rd and 4th 
teams would like to play each weekend at Maresfield Recreation Ground next year and that they 
will maintain the cricket square.  The finer details regarding fees etc will be discussed at the 
forthcoming MRG Committee meeting. 

• Further work is required on the outfield and Cllr Lewis confirmed that he is looking to obtain 
quotations for this work. 

3839.  Outside bodies matters.  None. 
3840.  To receive a report from, and put questions to, the Chairman.  None. 
3841.  To receive a report from, and put questions to, the Clerk.  None. 
3842.  Matters arising from the meeting for public communication.  None. 
3843.  Date of next meeting – 19th July 2022 (Nutley) 
The Parish Council Meeting closed and reconvened as Trustee of Maresfield Recreation Ground. 
 
3844. Matters relating to Council as Trustee of Maresfield Recreation Ground (MRG).  None. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.37. 


