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The past year has been one of transition to post-Covid existence which required all Parish 

Council and Committee meetings since May 2021 to be “in person” to be lawful. Inevitably 

this challenged some of our Councillors but careful management of our meeting 

accommodations enabled us to transact business as usual. Our Clerk and the Assistant Clerk 

were able to work flexibly, thanks to our computer systems, both from their homes and from 

the Parish Office maintaining their usual high level of service to the Parish. 

 

Once again, almost throughout the year, we have been short of our quota of fourteen 

Councillors though co-options of Dr Emma Worrrell in June, and Rob Brickell and Dale 

Fisher in March did bring us to our full complement by the year end. (Regretfully Cllr 

Worrell has since had to resign for personal reasons.) 

We would like to fill our current vacancy so, if you are community minded and wish to 

contribute, please volunteer for co-option.  

 

As is customary our monthly Parish Council meetings are attended by Cllr Peter Roundell of 

Wealden District Council, who is the sole District Councillor representing our Parish, and 

Cllr Roy Galley who is our East Sussex County Councillor (and also a District Councillor) 

and we very much appreciate their contributions to our discussions as well as their updates on 

Wealden and East Sussex matters. 

 

We have been very fortunate to have Claire Goossens as our Parish Clerk and she, together 

with our Assistant Clerk Nancy O’Hanlon, have been an excellent team ensuring that the 

Council’s records and affairs are maintained in good order and we continue to serve our 

Parishioners wherever possible. Unfortunately, Claire is leaving us on 24th June but I am very 

pleased that Nancy has accepted the role of Parish Clerk and we are recruiting a replacement 

Assistant Clerk. We extend our best wishes to Claire, we wish Nancy good luck in her new 

position and I am confident that the transfer of responsibilities will be seamless. 

 

The Parish Office (adjacent to the Nutley Social Club) is open for visitors by appointment 

only during most weekday mornings and can be contacted on 714555 or 

clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk  

 

The 5(Maresfield) Squadron of the Royal Corps of Signals was raised in Maresfield in around 

1918 and in recent years has visited the Village and paraded on Remembrance Sunday as 

well as assisting in tasks around the Village. The Parish Council resolved to grant the 

5(Maresfield) Squadron the Freedom of the Parish of Maresfield and this was bestowed on 

the Unit, in the presence of the Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex, at the ‘Maresfield in Bloom’ 

celebrations on 27th June.  

 

Covid-19 

All three of our Villages had got themselves formally organized to help when called upon 

during the crisis though calls for help were relatively few over the last year and that no doubt 

is because friends and neighbours were already assisting many of those who may have been in 

need or were vulnerable. 

 

mailto:clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk


 

Communications 

The main means of communication by the Parish Council remains the monthly Newsletter 

contained in the three villages’ monthly magazines which go to the vast majority of 

households in the Parish; it is also available on the Parish Web site. Please read it. We want 

to hear your views on all and any local issues: please phone, e-mail or contact one of your 

local Ward Parish Councillors. All Parish Council meetings and its committee meetings are 

open to the public and dates and times of our meetings are in the magazines. Formal Notices 

of Meetings are displayed on our notice boards around the Parish and full information is on 

the Parish Web site.  

  

The MPC website is now more attractive, more informative and conforms to the new 

accessibility regulations. We would like it to develop into the Community Information Hub 

for Maresfield Parish. We also engage parishioners through our use of social media channels 

on Twitter and Facebook, and have increased the frequency and quality of posts. 

 

Please engage with us by “following” or “be-friending” Maresfield Parish Council on line.  

 

Planning 

The Planning Committee, under Councillor Alan Streven’s chairmanship, continues to meet 

every three weeks on a Monday evening and makes recommendations to Wealden District 

Council on each of the seventy or so planning applications involving a property in the Parish 

submitted each year. This time consuming but interesting work involves a diligent and critical 

examination of plans submitted and in some cases site visits. It can be dispiriting when 

Wealden planners do not accept our recommendations and ignore our local input.  

It is also frustrating when there are long delays in developers implementing planning 

consents – for example the 25 homes in Maresfield between Wellington Gate and the Bypass 

approved in March 2026 are only now being completed. The developers of the Maresfield 

Straight Half Mile site (for which Consent was given in October 2020 for up to 25 homes and 

a Community Facility despite our vigorous opposition) are having a rethink and are likely to 

submit a revised proposal to Wealden which we hope will be more acceptable. 

We recognise Maresfield Village Hall Committee’s aspirations for a replacement hall for the 

Village. The Straight Half Mile site may not be large enough to include necessary parking nor 

be the most appropriate location. Hopefully a more suitable site will come forward in due 

course. 

An Application for a “phased development of up to 49 houses” at Mill House Farm 

Maresfield which was strongly opposed by the Parish Council and refused by Wealden has 

gone to Appeal. Meanwhile a new Application for” between 5 and up to 49 houses” on the 

same site has been made to Wealden and this too is being strongly opposed by the Parish 

Council. 

 

We continue to see an increase in retrospective applications which are usually to rectify what 

appears to us to often be a flagrant breach or ignorance of the planning regulations. Such 

breaches can be very harmful to our countryside and environment and so we, and the whole 

community, need to be vigilant and promptly report any situation which could be such a 

breach to Wealden Planning Enforcement and to the Parish Office.  

  

The lack of an up-to-date Local Plan for Wealden District continues to cause considerable 

uncertainty throughout the District and significantly weakens Wealden’s ability to resist 



unwelcome Planning Applications. We are aware of a continuing delay in Wealden releasing 

its new draft Local Plan for consultation due to disagreement with Government policy over 

how many houses should be planned for each year. We understand that the Draft is expected 

to be available later this year with the optimistic hope that it will be Examined and Adopted 

by the end of 2023. We expect that it will still contain policies for the protection of the 

Ashdown Forest and its immediate environs against any new housing.  

 

As part of the preparation of their new Local Plan Wealden asked landowners to submit sites 

for assessment for suitability for possible development and inclusion in the Plan. Some thirty-

five sites have been submitted in Maresfield Parish including substantial land holdings in 

Maresfield Village and also to the west of the by-pass. The Parish Council is a member of a 

group of local Councils regularly consulted by Wealden as part of its Plan preparation 

process and the outcomes from the surveys we conducted in the Parish last Spring have 

helped inform our contributions to these discussions. We have also recently joined around 40 

other local Town and Parish Councils in Wealden lobbying Government against over-

development in Wealden District. 

 

We have welcomed the Planning Consent for the one remaining site on the Ashdown 

Business Park where a Marks and Spencer Food Outlet and a Homewares store are now to be 

built just behind the new Premier Inn. 

 

We have a list of persons interested in being allotment holders and is the intention of the 

Parish Council to provide some new allotments in Maresfield in due course on land north of 

Park Farm Lane, extending up to the church yard, which is being gifted to the Parish. 

 

We continue with our Neighbourhood Development Plan which, due to Wealden having to 

withdraw its draft Local Plan and Covid induced delays, has been delayed even further. As 

our Plan must complement Wealden’s planning policies it cannot be published for 

consultation until Wealden publishes its draft Plan and our draft Plan will then be amended to 

conform. These delays in finalising our NDP and submitting it to the community for 

consultation have been very frustrating but beyond our control. The recent work put into this 

exercise has been to form our own Assessments of the sites put forward to Wealden using 

objective criteria using our extensive local knowledge as well as updating our evidence base 

with the results of the recent Surveys. Our thanks are due to all those involved with the NDP 

project.  

 

Environment and Road Safety 

Our Environment Committee continues to be chaired by Councillor Penny Handley, meets 

quarterly and includes Road Safety in its remit. Our play areas in Maresfield, Nutley and 

Fairwarp were reopened after Covid risks reduced and are regularly maintained and also 

periodically professionally inspected as part of our health and safety programme. We are 

working up proposals for  the refurbishing and/or replacing the equipment at Fords Green for 

which we have a reserve of  £10,000 as well as adequate Community Infrastructure Levy 

monies. 

 

Grass cutting continues as last year with the Parish Council part funding jointly with ESSC. 

Our successful use of the maintenance team of Forest Row Parish Council has regretfully 

come to an end and we have appointed Nutley based “Garden Force” to fill the void. They 

will carry out minor maintenance jobs in the areas where the Parish Council has 

responsibilities such as the play areas and the Maresfield Recreation Ground.  



 

As in previous years teams and individuals in the Parish give  their time to collect large 

amounts of litter from road verges and other public spaces; we are grateful to all who do this. 

Happily, fly tipping seems to be less of a problem than it has been in some past years but 

should you witness illegal fly tipping or come across such waste please advise Wealden 

District Council (who will clear it from public land) or notify the Parish Office. 

 

On behalf of the Council, Councillor Lolita Reeves attends a quarterly liaison panel with the 

Ashdown Forest Conservators to discuss matters of mutual interest. The Parish Council made 

a grant of £1,000 to the Conservators in 2021/22 who, having lost considerable grant funding, 

now plan to introduce car parking charges in some of their most popular car parks. We will 

look out for any unintended consequences from this move. The Ashdown Forest is a priceless 

local amenity which we do need to cherish and the Parish Council has budgeted further 

support for this current year. 

 

The Climate Change Interest Group, formed last year and sponsored by the Parish Council, 

has continued to meet regularly and has published in our Parish magazines relevant articles 

and information. Please contact the Parish Office if you would like to join this local Group. 

 

The dreadful state of some of the road surfaces in the Parish - not just the minor roads but 

also areas of the A22 - continues to be a major concern of ours and of many parishioners. We 

had regular meetings during the year with East Sussex Highways when we pressed for 

improvements in their maintenance. We always report straightaway any pot holes or similar 

defects which come to our notice and would also urge parishioners to do likewise through the 

on-line reporting Hub at Report a Problem (eastsussexhighways.com) . 

 

Within the Environment Committee Road Safety is championed by Councillor Alan 

Strevens; speeding continues to be the issue most frequently brought up by parishioners and 

the Parish Council strives to lobby and influence both ESCC Highways and the Sussex Police 

where it can. With three main “A“roads in our Parish we suffer from noise, speeding vehicles 

and pollution from cars and goods vehicles disproportionately. The statistics on road 

accidents do not categorise our roads as high risk though we and representatives from 

neighbouring Parishes do consider the A22 Maresfield by-pass particularly dangerous and 

deplore its use as a race track by motor cyclists.  

It was very disappointing that despite the support of our County Councillor and the 

presentation of a petition to the Leader of the County Council that no action will be taken to 

improve the safety hazard at the junction of Nursery Lane and the A22 in Nutley. However 

our two speed warning displays in the Parish do seem to have some effect and it is very 

encouraging that we have attracted more volunteers to enable regular Community Speed 

Watch sessions to resume. 

We do though still need more volunteer to help with Community Speed Watch; full training 

is given and the commitment is two or three hours every other month. 

 

Maresfield Recreation Ground 

The management of the Maresfield Recreation Ground, which the Parish Council owns as 

Trustee, is carried out very effectively by the Maresfield Recreation Ground Committee 

which is mainly made up of non-councillor representatives from its user organisations. and is 

under the chairmanship of Councillor Laura Stevens-Smith. The other recreation grounds in 

the Parish are not the responsibility of the Parish Council but we do make grants and respond 

to specific requests where necessary (though we are responsible for the children’s play areas). 

https://www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem


 

The Council last year completed a project to refurbish the pavilion at the MRG and the 

facility has been well used over the past year. We hope to make some improvements to the 

area around the Pavilion with new patio paving and drainage works. John Mason, who had 

lived in Park Farm Lane for very many years and died in September, had been the fount of all 

knowledge on the history of the MRG and had worked tirelessly for the good of the Pavilion 

and the recreation ground for decades. The Parish Council resolved that the Pavilion be 

renamed “The John Mason Memorial Pavilion” as a tribute to John.   

 

 Progress on a scheme to recondition and enhance the playing surfaces at the MRG has been 

slow but we strive to provide an appropriate standard of facility to the cricket, football and 

stoolball clubs who are our regular users. Unfortunately, the future of the Maresfield cricket 

team is in some doubt due to lack of support. 

Parking at the MRG and in the private access road, Park Farm Lane, remains a problem when 

the MRG is in use by sports clubs and also during school drop off and pick up times. The 

sports clubs know the rules and are responsible for policing the parking for their members 

and supporters but there is limited capacity and convenient parking nearby is at a premium 

and there is no obvious solution currently available.  

 

Finance  

The Finance and Administration Committee, under my chairmanship, monitors the finances 

of the Council and continues to review the effectiveness of its administration. It is very 

pleasing that our Internal Audit Reports continue to score the Council very highly for its 

financial record keeping and financial controls. 

 

Last year’s expenditure was below budget by some £1,800 which was very satisfactory. 

Budgeted  expenditure for 2022/23 is £93,490 and after making minor adjustments to 

reserves we requested a Precept of £95,084 – an increase of 1.5% over last year.  However, 

the “Band D” Precept for 2022/23 of £52.17 for our Parish compares with the equivalent 

amount for 2013/14 of £49.44 and continues to be substantially less than the national average 

of £74.94. 

During the year we received further Community Infrastructure Levy monies (paid by  

property developers) and these amounted to £31,710  which we have to spend within five 

years on appropriate infrastructure projects within the Parish. We have used CIL monies in 

2021/22 to fund new fencing at the Maresfield Recreation Ground and to assist with the now 

completed kitchen and toilet project at St Bartholomews Church. Further amounts have been 

received in the new financial year.  

 

Many organisations in the Parish receive a grant from the Parish Council, often to assist with 

a particular project, and these totalled £16,910. We continue to support Wealdlink our local 

community transport operator and in particular make a grant to support, jointly with two 

neighbouring Councils, the Saturday 262 bus service. Our other local bus services are 

subsidised by East Sussex County Council and I would ask you to use these whenever you 

can; we must realise that if our local bus services are not used we will lose them. 

Applications for grants are accepted each September and further details are available on the 

Web site or from the Parish Office. 

 

 

 

 



As always, I wish to thank my fellow councillors for their very considerable contributions to 

the work of the Council over the last year when they have given many hundreds of voluntary 

hours. Huge thanks are also due to our Parish Clerk and the Assistant Clerk who work 

tirelessly for us. And last, but by no means least, thanks are also warmly extended to all those 

non-councillors who serve on our Committees, carry out specific Parish wide functions or 

contribute in other ways to assisting with Council activities and Parish life.   

 

 

Martin Craddock 

Chairman 

 

 

If you require any additional information, please contact 
clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk who will be able to direct your enquiry appropriately or 
visit www.maresfieldparish.org.uk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COUNCILLORS 2022 
 
FAIRWARP   Cllr Dr Penny Handley 
    Cllr Mrs Lolita Reeves 
 
MARESFIELD   Cllr Mrs Sheila Cumming 
    Cllr Trevor Lewin 
    Cllr John Lewis 
    Cllr Mrs Laura Stevens-Smith 
    Cllr Alan Strevens 
 
NUTLEY   Cllr Rob Brickle 

Cllr Martin Craddock 
Cllr Dale Fisher 

    Cllr Robert Hunter 
    Cllr Dr Birgit Smith 
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MARESFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 UNAUDITED ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2022 

 

2020-21 Income 2021-22 NOTES 
    

85,197 Precept 93,688  

24 Interest 305  

0 Other 0   

17,972  
CIL Monies 

Projects  

31,710 
500 

  

103,193 TOTAL 126,203  

    

    

2020-21 Expenditure 2021-22  

    

32,481 Administration 20,060  

32,911 Staff Costs 38,085  

14,353 Services 26,365  

1,475 Subscriptions 1,353  

3,400 Grants – Section 137 3,700  

18,617 Grants - Specific Powers 23,210  

13,851 Projects 22,446  

117,088 TOTAL 135,219 - 
    

    

2020-21 General Fund 2021-22  

    

138,035 Balance as at 1 April 124,140  

103,193 Plus Income 126,203  

241,228  250,343  

117,088 Less Expenditure 135,219  

124,140 CLOSING BALANCE 115,124  

 Made up of………    

57,456           Earmarked Reserves* 52,656   

41,684 
25,000 

    General Reserves 
  Investment Bond 

37,468 
25,000 

  

 
    

 
*Earmarked Reserves:    

   Road Safety Projects £5,000   
   NDP Funding £4,463   
   CIL Fund  £33,193   
   Fords Green Play Area £10,000   



THE MARJORY PEGG 2022 AWARDS FOR SERVICES TO THE COMMUNITY 

 

When Marjory Pegg left Maresfield in September 2003 for her new home in France, the 

Parish said goodbye to someone who had been enthusiastically involved in community life 

for over 30 years, including a number as Chairman of the Parish Council.  It was decided 

that each year a salver would be presented in her honour to someone nominated by the 

residents of Maresfield Village, and in 2012 this was extended to the whole Parish as the 

‘Marjory Pegg Awards for Services to the Community’. Sadly, Marjory passed away in April 

2014. 

Many people help to build the fabric of village life in different ways: by running local 

businesses, organising social clubs, serving on committees, giving their time to support local 

events and being a good neighbour and friend.  

This year Ray Tester from Nutley is the recipient of the Marjory Pegg Salver.   

Ray was nominated by a number of people. He is well known throughout the parish and goes 
above and beyond to help anyone he can.   
 
For many many years Ray has taken on all variety of maintenance jobs, hedge cutting and 
gardening to make our parish and particularly Nutley a better environment for all who live in 
it. 
 
Ray has been a very active Trustee of the Nutley War Memorial Hall for many years and is a 

previous Chair of the Trust.  

He has also contributed many dozens of hours of work every year to support the Trust by 

carrying out repairs and routine maintenance to the Nutley War Memorial Hall. 

Ray was one of the original people responsible for building the Nutley War Memorial Hall in 

1972. He has supported the hall to this day. Now in his 80s he is still a Trustee and actively 

helping out.  

Ray’s historical knowledge of the hall and indeed the village is a valuable asset. 

If he can help he will and always with a smile and a chat. His energy is quite amazing and he 

shows no sign of slowing down.   

A very worthy recipient of the Marjory Pegg award. 

 

 

 

  



 

Ashdown Evergreens – Nutley 

Ashdown Evergreens is a non-profit making club, which has been in existence in 
Nutley for over 55 years providing a monthly social environment for the over fifties, 
with entertainment by way of speakers, outings and a Christmas lunch. 
 
The last couple of years have been, for us, like many others, very trying, being 

unable to meet from March 2020 until September 2021, when in that month we 

celebrated our club’s 56th birthday. 

In 2022 in order to keep abreast of rising costs, e.g. fees for speakers, insurance, 

hire of hall and other miscellaneous expenses we have had to increase our yearly 

subscription from £14 to £16. However for those members who had already paid 

their subscription for the previous year and had not enjoyed a Meeting due to the 

Pandemic, the Committee decided that they should only pay the additional sum of £2 

for 2022. Guests are charged £3 per Meeting. 

Our programme for 2022 will once again provide all that we as a club intend. The 

facility for those who live alone without a family, or without a family nearby, or for 

couples, to get together and enjoy the company of others every month with 

interesting entertainment, a cup of tea a cake (or two) and a raffle. 

We raise funds by way of our monthly raffle (albeit small) but our main fundraiser is 

at the Nutley Village Day fete, when we have a Tombola stall. We ask members to 

help by donating prizes for the Tombola. From these funds we endeavour to 

subsidise our outings and the Christmas lunch. 

This year for our outing in June, we are planning a visit to the Bluebell Railway, 

followed by a light afternoon tea at Heavens Farm. However, due to the rising costs 

of hiring a coach, to save money we will be sharing members’ own transport. 

New members will always be given a very warm welcome, just telephone 01825 

714609 and speak to Liz or Roger. A monthly report is always also included in the 

Nutley parish Magazine. 

 

Liz Lloyd (Secretary) 

4th April 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Fairwarp Church 

This has been a year of moving on through, and more recently from, Covid-19 and 

all the restrictions it has placed on all our lives.  Christ Church, Fairwarp, has 

gradually come back to life as have many churches around the country after a period 

in which they were either closed or continuing with much-reduced numbers.  Fr 

John’s visiting in the parish has remained limited – a real regret – but attendance at 

Sunday services has returned to near-pre-pandemic levels.   On first Sundays of the 

month, over fifty people usually attend the two services of the Eucharist at 9.30 am 

or the service of All-age family worship at 11.00 am.  Christmas 2021 was well-

attended, with some fifty people in church, but it was sadly felt necessary to cancel 

the Christmas Eve Carol Service, which usually draws in over two hundred.  But 

Easter 2022 saw over a hundred people across the age range celebrating the 

greatest of Christian festivals.  

Christ Church exists to point to the truth of the Christian gospel of love, and to 

provide a place of worship and reflection for the whole community.  The church 

building itself has had further improvements over the past year, with the South 

transept stained-glass windows being fully restored, re-leaded and re-installed with a 

new protective grille to replace the former unsightly plastic covering.  The NE corner 

of the churchyard has been cleared and new trees have been planted, liberating 

space for further graves in due course.  The churchyard provides a place of quiet 

reflection and of natural beauty – birdsong and wild flowers – and a place of history: 

a sacred space for the whole Fairwarp community.  

Fr John       

 

  



Fairwarp Community Society 

Another challenging year for the FCS like many other organisations and indeed for 
everyone.   
 
Our Membership stands at 172. We have 253 members of the closed Fairwarp 
Community Society Facebook Group and we have 300 subscribers to the Fairwarp 
Community Society e-newsletter. This brilliant method of communication is written 
and edited by Tracy Atchison and informs the readers of all upcoming events and 
general information about the village and the various groups. The e-newsletter is 
posted at least once a week, more often if news requires it. 
 
Due to Covid restrictions we were felt unable to hold our annual Quiz night last 
November although we have just held it in March this year, raising approx £325 with 
an additional £380 from the raffle in aid of the Red Cross Ukraine Appeal.  
 
The Annual Christmas Children’s party sponsored by the FCS was able to go ahead, 
although held outside. It was a great success, especially the treasure hunt in all the 
pots on the patio at The Foresters Arms, and the children then joined adults for Carol 
singing around the sparkly Christmas Tree on the village green once again provided 
by FCS for all to enjoy.   
A father and son duo accompanied the Carols on the violin and viola which created a 
delightful atmosphere and mulled wine and mince pies were provided for the adults, 
much appreciated to help keep out the cold. 
 
FCS continues to keep the Telephone box outside the pub well stocked with books 
and DVDs that are greatly appreciated by the borrowers. 
 
FCS also organises and pays for the Back Lane “Green” mowing twice a year. 
 
This year we have also provided a new waterproof box for the Defibrillator for outside 
the pub. 
 
We now have a brand new Fairwarp and Duddleswell Local History Society, more 
information will be available shortly via the Fairwarp website www.fairwarp.org.uk  
which is hosted by FCS. 
 
All the five main village organisations are now involved in running a monthly village 
market which is proving very popular. 
 
After two years of lockdown and restrictions we are all looking forward to the return 
in 2022 of more social and fundraising events,  Continuing with our Churchyard 
clean ups taking part in the Village Fete and with great excitement being part of the 
Jubilee celebrations.  
 

  

http://www.fairwarp.org.uk/


Fairwarp Football Club 

FFC U10s maintained their amazing achievements in the new season of 2021-22 but 

unfortunately the second team were unable to find sufficient parental support and 

were obliged to fold. 

The joint tournament held in 2021 had been deliberately kept small in numbers 

because of the continued concerns of the pandemic but despite this, both the U9s 

and the U8s sections of the day were incredibly well run and lots of fun for everyone 

involved.  This was the Club’s second tournament and much experience was gained 

by the organisers.  This year the tournament has been allowed an extra couple of 

teams to play, the Club organisers having demonstrated their ability to plan efficiently 

and considerately for the day’s demands. 

The U10s have already won a number of cups this season and are gently 

persuading their sponsor, The Foresters Arms, to find space to show-off their 

growing array of cups.  The team is registered throughout the summer months for 

many tournaments and hope to add to their cup collection and to fill any space on 

their new Club shelf in the pub. 

Thanks go to John Lazenby for help maintaining the pitches during the season and 

to the parents who are committed to this team’s continued growth and development. 

Andy Wilson 

 

Fairwarp Queen Elizabeth II Field 

After the problems of lockdown and Covid, the QE2 Field has quietly gone about its 

business of being a beautiful, well-maintained and essential part of Fairwarp and the 

community. 

Fairwarp’s young footballers, and the somewhat older stoolballers, managed to 

maintain their teams and hold practices and matches in 2021, although there was 

still some reluctance from the wider public to mingle in numbers.  However, many of 

the local village population continued to use the Field for get-togethers with family 

and friends on both an informal and formal basis. 

With the more robust view of ‘getting on with it’, 2022 has seen bookings pick up and 

again, our village football team will be holding a slightly larger tournament in May, 

welcoming a diverse range of teams to our wonderful ground.  Facilities remain 

limited but so long as the toilets work, after two years of pandemic rules, no-one 

really seems to mind.  The Stoolball Club look forward to welcoming their local rivals 

to enjoy the beautiful location.  Both Clubs must be the envy of many others whose 

grounds are perhaps not quite so picturesque and offer our home team ‘training with 

a view’! 

John Lazenby must be thanked as always, for his dedication to the maintenance and 

upkeep of the field on behalf of the Trustees and his work is never appreciated more 

than on the Annual Cricket & Croquet Day.  Last year there had been some concern 

that this might not be able to go ahead but it did and once again was populated by 



enthusiastic villagers of all ages and abilities.  Again many of whom had never seen 

the QE2 Field until seeing it in all its glory on C&C Day.  The Trustees look forward 

to welcoming everyone back again in 2022 for C&C on the 13th August. 

The Trustees remain ever vigilant to strangers who may seem too interested in any 

area of the QE2 Field, and as always ask that the local population also share in this 

by referring any suspicious activity to Russell Davison, QE2 Field Chairman, on 

01825 713531 or russelldavison@btinternet.com. 

The Trustees also continue to encourage the local usage as private hires or just for 

fun as a presence of any kind is beneficial and helps discourage unwelcome 

attention at the out of village location. 

If you would like to hire the QE2 Field for a family reunion or get together, please 

contact Russell on the numbers above. 

Russell Davison 

 

Fairwarp Village Hall Committee 

How things have changed for us all over the last couple of years but how well have 
people adapted to the new norm that’s living with a continued pandemic 
 
My overall impression is that people will do all that they can to see some semblance 
of what’s now deemed as normal and we are grateful to see our Hirers returning to 
manage their classes, events and various activities in the Hall. 
 
I’m equally pleased that we’ve been able to keep up the momentum on maintenance 
and improvements throughout the year. We were able to install and commission a 
broadband facility which permits many more opportunities for our hirers. 
 
We’ve coordinated the support and efforts of the other village groups to restart the 
monthly Village Market. A variety of stalls and available refreshment, the initial 
responses have been very positive and it’s exciting to see the Hall fulfilling its 
potential 
 
Two more events this summer, our support for the Jubilee Celebrations and the 
return of the Fairwarp Village Fete on 9 July. The preparations and plans for both 
these events are in full swing and fair to expect  that they’ll be better than ever. 
We’re delighted to help wherever we can and always happy to see the Hall at its 
best, when it’s buzzing with people!! 
 
Andrew Telford 
Chair  
Fairwarp Village Hall Committee 
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Fairwarp Women’s Institute 

In the last year Fairwarp WI has celebrated its 100th birthday – albeit later than 

expected due to Covid. Our birthday was in March but we eventually got together to 

celebrate it in August. We had a simply marvellous 1920s-themed garden party with 

food, wine, dancing the Charleston and leaving with goody bags. 

 

 

Now we are back to meeting regularly in the village hall on the second Tuesday of 

the month at 7.15pm. We have members joining us from Fairwarp, Crowborough, 

Maresfield, Buxted and Nutley so if you want to join a fun and lively WI do get in 

touch. 

This year, as well as our regular meetings, we have an outing to DSI London to tour 

where the Strictly Come Dancing costumes are made and we will even get to try 

some of them on! We try to make our meetings as interesting and sociable as 

possible and keep everyone informed of what is going on with a regular newsletter. 

We have extra groups meeting monthly including a supper club (visiting local 

restaurants and pubs), a reading group and a needles and natter group. 

We will be holding a Sparkling Derby Day Afternoon Tea on Saturday 4 June at 3pm 

to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Tickets are £12 including a glass of 

Prosecco and a fun, free entry into the Derby sweepstake. After the tea we will watch 

the Derby live on our big screen. Get in touch if you would like some tickets! 

You can find out more about us at www.fairwarp.org.uk/fairwarp-wi  

If you would like to join us you can simply come along to a meeting or contact me 

and I can answer any questions you have. You will be guaranteed a warm welcome. 

Tracy Atchison 

President, Fairwarp WI 

tea@waitrose.com 

01825 713101 

http://www.fairwarp.org.uk/fairwarp-wi
mailto:tea@waitrose.com


Maresfield & Nutley Churches 

We have emerged from the covid lockdowns and enjoying being open for services and 

quiet prayer.  It has been a long and difficult 2 years beset by changing restrictions 

and uncertainty but our parishes pulled together to care for one another and helped 

with the community effort to keep everyone safe and supported. 

Maresfield church saw two weddings during the severe restrictions 

which only allowed 15 people to be present. Nutley church enjoyed a 

joyful celebration for the wedding of the churchwarden’s daughter in 

2021 with unlimited numbers present. 

Maresfield Church received full planning approval for a kitchen and toilets in February 

2021 and have managed to raise all the funds required which enabled 

the project to proceed and was completed at the end of March 2022.    

This was thanks to grants received from Maresfield Conservation 

Group, Parish Council CIL money, National Churches Trust, Beatrice 

Laing Trust, All Churches Trust, Congregational & General Trust and 

Chalk Cliff Trust, very generous anonymous donations and our own 

successful fundraising efforts.      

Nutley church supported the very successful village fete in June 2021, 

which was very successful following the hiatus due to covid in 2020.    

The Nutley Coffee Pop In, Sunrise Café and Teas on the Green  

continue to be very popular and well attended, as do the Home Groups 

which have sustained people through covid and continue to offer  support. 

St.Bartholomew’s Church led the village in “Maresfield in Bloom” 

which was launched in June with a service of Thanksgiving and 

Investiture on the recreation ground.     This service was attended by 

The Lord Lieutenant Sir Peter Field who bestowed a British Empire 

Medal on Dr.Gillian Bullock who received this award in recognition of 

her work to support CHADIK charity in Nairobi.    The service was also 

attended by Wealden MP, Nus Ghani, the Deputy Lord Lieutenant, 

Sara Stoner, the High Sheriff, Miles Jenner and representatives from local government 

and officers from 5 (Maresfield) Squadron 11 

Signals Regiment.     It was a wet day, despite 

being late June but a very special day where we 

celebrated Gillian, a long time resident of 

Maresfield village and enjoyed the beautiful 

village flowers.     We were also able to 

congratulate the recipients  of the prestigious 

Margory Pegg award for services to the 

community. 

 



 

 

Remembrance in 2021 was a little scaled down in Maresfield due to covid and the 

Signals Regiment needing to be available  to assist with covid emergencies.    That 

said both Nutley and Maresfield church families and villagers remembered the fallen 

in conflict with pride and dignity. 

Ben introduced a service of Reflection and Remembrance to both churches 

which gave an opportunity to remember and give thanks for the lives of 

those we love but have lost, including the impact of the covid years.   

Particularly when grief can not be properly acknowledged at the time of 

loss.      

Both churches invited villagers and the church family to enjoy Christmas 

events.     Nutley and Maresfield churches held  carol services on 19th 

December supported by the church choirs once again.    There was a 

Christmas Story Evening in Maresfield church where Susan told the 

nativity story and invited children to place the nativity figures in the 

church crib followed by Gillian reading “The Night Before Christmas” and 

supported by the Maresfield singing group and finally a visit from Santa 

Claus himself with gifts for all the children.      

Christmas services went ahead as in pre covid days and were much appreciated and 

well supported in both villages.     

 

Maresfield Conservation Group 

Maresfield Conservation Group (MCG), formed in 1991 by a small group of 

volunteers from the village, aims to promote the conservation, protection and 

improvement of the physical and natural environment in Maresfield and surrounding 

area. We promote and support village life and its amenities. 

 

Over the past twelve months, despite the CoVid restrictions placed on all of us 

during the first half of the year, MCG has continued to be involved with a number of 

events and projects around the village. These included our autumn ‘Clean Up 

Weekend’, ably supported by a host of volunteers, resulting in us collecting 16 bags 

of rubbish that we later sent off to Newhaven to be converted into energy. We 

worked together with the soldiers of the Royal Signals over Remembrance Weekend 

to cut back the annual growth on the Lampool Corner verge and, following our ‘plea 

for plants’, planted out more donated perennials on the bank to add to the seasonal 

displays. In December, we put up a very special Christmas tree covered in fairy 



lights that, from its position at the heart of the village, twinkled its way through the 

Christmas and New Year celebrations. In February, we heard from the Headteacher 

at Bonners Church of England School that the new outdoor benches for their 

foundation class outdoor space had arrived, thanks to a generous donation from the 

MCG earlier in the year. With the eventual lifting of restrictions, we were delighted to 

host a successful quiz night in March, raising over £600 for the DEC Ukraine 

Humanitarian Appeal.  

 

Our Footpaths Group has been kept busy through the second half of the year too, 

keeping our wonderful network of paths and trails accessible and clear of debris. We 

have cleared blocked ditches following floods, washed the winter traffic film from the 

Direction Posts within the Parish, relocated stranded frog spawn from dry areas to 

deeper water and, after the February storms, carried out significant fallen tree 

clearance work on the Ashdown Forest paths that are designated by East Sussex 

County Council as 'Maresfield'.  

 

The Committee itself has seen some changes during the year, including the 

appointment of a new Chairman and, following the retirement of our long-standing 

friend and colleague John Smith who has been part of the MCG for eight years, a 

newly appointed Treasurer at year end and a Footpaths Group leader from April 

2022.  

 

Looking ahead to the next financial year, we already have our Spring Clean Up day 

planned for April; our AGM will take place in May; we’re delighted to be part of the 

forthcoming Jubilee Fete taking place on the Recreation Ground in June; and, for 

July, we are planning a Summer Cheese and Wine Evening for members and 

friends.  

 

We have a number of longer-term projects under consideration, including further 

collaboration with the primary school and we maintain an ongoing interest in the 

future of the Underhill Bridge. The Footpaths Group will continue the work of keeping 

the Parish footpaths clear, as well as planning for the repainting and, where 

necessary, repairing of the iconic Sussex Direction Posts and village gates within the 

Parish. We have been asked to consider a proposal to create a ‘Maresfield Pictorial 

Footpaths Map’ for display in the village and, having identified a potential 

environmental concern, one of our members has suggested the MCG consider a 

process for conserving the Shortbridge Stream. 

 

We look forward to a busy and fruitful years’ work! 

 

Jo Lawrance 

Chairman, Maresfield Conservation Group  

Email: maresfieldconservation@gmail.com  

Website: maresfieldconservationgroup.org Registered Charity No: 1104136 
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Maresfield Historical Society 

After an unscheduled break as a result of the pandemic, we resumed our meetings 
in September 2021 with a programme of talks on a wide range of subjects.  
 
We have learnt about Boxers, Bandits and a Blind Beggar in Whitechapel, browsed 
Shopping through the Ages, considered Thomas Cromwell’s involvement with the 
Sussex monasteries and discovered the rich variety of Victorian Street Life in 
London (complete with musical accompaniement). In November we held a very well 
attended members’ evening where we delved into our archive to display items of 
local interest and photographs of the village over the last century.  
 
Unfortunately, the rise of Omicron meant that we were unable to hold our usual 
Christmas drinks. Otherwise members and guests have returned to our talks in good 
numbers and we look forward to giving a warm welcome to others in the coming 
months as we continue to plan a programme of talks on a variety of historical topics 
of local and wider interest. 
 

Maresfield Senior Football 

Maresfield Village FC was founded in 1986 and has been running teams in the Mid 

Sussex Football League, with varying success, ever since.  We have won a number 

of trophies over the years and, at present, are running two teams.   

The first team is playing in Division 5 South on a Saturday and our Veterans team 

(over 37 years) is playing in the Vets league on Sundays.  We have had 37 players 

signed on for Saturdays and 22 for the Vets this season. 

Both teams completed their seasons mid-table with the first team having good runs 

in two cup competitions and are looking forward to improving in the 2022/03 season 

hoping to achieve promotion. 

We are always looking for new players for both teams and will start training in early 

July.  Please contact Chris on 07999803233 for further details.  

 

Maresfield Stoolball Club 

The last year has been difficult for everyone but the Stoolball Club Ladies Team 
managed to play several friendly games with other local teams like Newick, 
Fletching, Nutley and Hartfield whilst keeping to the guidelines set out by the UK 
Government and Stoolball England. All those who took part really appreciated the 
chance to play some sport and a lot of fun was had. 

We have some practice sessions taking place in April and both the Ladies and Mixed 
will start the Stoolball season in May and play through June and July.  

The Ladies Team is currently one of eight teams in the North Division. Games are 
played home and away through May to July. In August, there are usually a series of 
games in what is called our August League, which has different rules to allow all 
players equal chances of bowling and batting. Up until 2019, Maresfield SC held a 



Ladies Tournament in June, inviting up to 8 or 9 other teams from across Mid and 
East Sussex. We are hoping to hold one again in June/July.  

The Mixed Team are part of the Mid Sussex Division and enjoy league games 
across Mid and East Sussex during May, June and July too. 

We are planning to showcase Stoolball on Sunday 5th June (Platinum Jubilee 
Picnic) and Sunday 12th June (Platinum Jubilee Fete) at Maresfield Recreation 
Ground. Please do come along to support both of the above events. We are always 
actively recruiting for new players so if anyone is interested in playing with a friendly 
and competitive team, please do contact us using the information on our webpage 
https://www.stoolball.org.uk/maresfield.  

 

Maresfield Village Hall 

Committee Membership 

The Committee is comprised of Patricia Langridge, Nicky Poole, Jean Sallows, 

Lionel Sandalls, Laura Stevens-Smith, Gillian Bullock and Pat Bowler.  

The Committee is very grateful to all those in the village who use their skills and 

professional expertise to assist with the various projects.  

 

Maintenance and Repairs. The past year naturally has not been as hectic as the 

previous year.  Prior to the lockdown due to Covid-19 some general maintenance 

had been carried out on the kitchen.  Since then only essential maintenance has 

been undertaken.  Regular checks of the hall continued and repairs made when 

necessary, such as replacing the filaments in the strip lighting, a broken downlighter 

needed repairing and PAT testing was been completed on all electrical appliances. 

Unfortunately, some plans have had to be held over to a later date. 

 

Risk Assessment and Policies.  The Safeguarding, Health & Safety and Fire 

Safety policies were reviewed annually, as usual, and these will be reviewed at the 

Maresfield Village Hall Annual General Meeting. 

 

Finance. Although costs continue to rise for everyone, and activities have had to be 

halted, due to careful financial planning by the Treasurer, Nicky Poole, the 

Committee is pleased to report a reasonably healthy balance. The committee is 

grateful for all the financial provision that has been offered by the government and 

other local sources, without which, the hall would have been in some disrepair. 

 

Activities. Prior to lockdown, activities carried out in the Hall continued to be 

extremely wide ranging.  Village lunches, the Women’s Institute, a Mother & Toddler 

group, a Badminton group, Fitness classes and many types of Dance groups, a 

Historical Society and worshippers from the local Church met regularly to enjoy the 

facilities. The hall was also used for parties and other social events but, of course, 

Covid changed all that. 

 

https://www.stoolball.org.uk/maresfield


Since restrictions have eased, some groups have, understandably, been slow to 

return. I am indebted to the W.I who have submitted a report on their activities. As 

with other groups and organisations, they had to stop holding meetings.  Although 

some groups did decide to meet via zoom, that approach isn’t suitable for everyone.  

This coming year, which starts in April, Maresfield W.I has arranged a varied 

programme of speakers. The group meets in the village hall on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 7.30p.m and is looking forward to encouraging local women to 

become members. 

 

Covid has caused problems for many other groups too.  Some report that numbers 

of attendees are lower than previously, due to age, vulnerability or people having to 

move away to other areas; however, the committee is pleased to report that groups 

are meeting regularly again and the hall is being used for parties. 

 

Since October, the monthly Lunch Club has been busy.  There is a new team in 

place who, like the previous one, is delighted to meet up again with friends old and 

new.  Lunches are served at 12.30p.m on the 1st Thursday of each month, except for 

August. 

 

As with other villages, Maresfield is planning two special activities during June in 

honour of the Queen’s Jubilee.  On June 2nd there will be a special celebratory lunch 

in the hall, on June 5th, a picnic lunch on the recreation ground to which everyone will 

be invited to bring their own picnic.  Some light refreshments will be available.  Then 

on 12th June, also on the recreation ground, there will be a fete with a wide variety of 

stalls and activities.   

 

Long-term plans. The future of the village hall.  It may seem strange to include 

this item at such a time of ongoing uncertainty; nevertheless, the Committee will 

continue to explore how to accommodate the needs of a growing community. 

 

Currently, we are privileged to have a great community facility that in normal 

circumstance would be buzzing with activity. Thank you to all those who continue to 

be committed to providing such interesting activities and opportunities for social 

interaction.  The Committee hopes “normal service” will be resumed in the very near 

future.  Meanwhile, let’s take every opportunity to celebrate together safely. 

 

Maresfield Village Hall Committee.  

 

 

  



Maresfield Woodland Trust 

Our woodland continues to thrive and enjoys a steady stream of walkers and dog 

walkers throughout the year.  We hope to encourage more residents of Maresfield to 

make use of the area. For those of you not familiar of the area: 

The site is  nearly 3 hectares’  divided into the two main ponds and the woodland.  It 

is full of flowers, trees and shrubs allowing natural wildlife to  

thrive. The sound of birds singing is very relaxing and makes it a lovely place for a 

short walk. 

The bluebells are in bloom, and we are holding our bluebell day on 1st May when all 

are welcome to come along between 2-4pm for a drink and piece of cake. 

We have now spent our grant money generously provided by Uckfield Town council 

and replaced a significant section of fencing around the boundary. Work is now 

underway to secure a new noticeboard to allow us to post up to date information.   

 

We continue to be happy to accept members and willing volunteers. Please see the 

website www.mvmt.org.uk or contact: 

Kay Wainwright - 07800 603398 

                                          Janice Somner - 07796 515117 

                                          Nicky Roberts -07551 647256 

  
The AGM is on 22nd July at 7pm at Maresfield Village Hall, all are welcome. 

 

  



Nutley Memorial Trust CIO 

Firstly, I should introduce myself. I am Simon Coleman. The new Chairman of the 
Nutley Memorial Trust CIO. Having taken over from Ray Tester at our 2021 AGM.  
 
Ray had been acting Chairman since January 2021, when the then Chairman and a 
number of Trustees resigned. 
 
Ray and the remaining Trustees managed to keep things going and in May 2021, six 
additional trustees were elected, including myself. 
 
The Nutley War Memorial Trust was set up in 1948.  As well as providing and 
managing the Nutley War Memorial Hall facilities, the Trust is also instrumental in 
providing other village facilities acting as Landlord to Nutley Tennis and Squash 
Club, Nutley Bowling Club, and Nutley Social Club.   
 
To improve fund raising, the Trust changed its name to become the Nutley Memorial 
Trust CIO this year. The Nutley Memorial Trust CIO will continue to provide and run 
facilities for the benefit of Nutley residents and the surrounding area just as it has 
always done.  
 
March 2021 saw the insurance cover on all of the Trust’s properties become due for 
renewal. Electrical safety checks were required by the insurers, which led to faults 
being found in all the properties and works totaling approximately £30,000, being 
required. 
The majority of these works have now been carried out, with the remainder due for 
completion in the next few weeks. 
 
The Nissen Richards study into the viability of the construction of a separate pre- 
school building and the sale of Trust assets, in order to help fund the proposal, were 
made public in 2020. The Trustees have since resolved to take no further action in 
respect of the study and the subsequent proposal to vote on it. The Trustees judged 
the proposals were unachievable for practical and financial reasons, and not in 
keeping with the objectives of the Nettlefold Trust 
 
As for everyone else, the last couple of years have been challenging for the Trust, to 
say the very least. 
Mainly due to Covid, income has failed to equal expenditure, but necessary repairs 
and upgrades to the Memorial Hall have had to go ahead. Luckily, one of our 
Trustees is a wizard at finding grants for various endeavours, and this has made it 
possible for the Hall’s audio /visual system to be completely upgraded. Thus, making 
the building more attractive to potential users. This work is scheduled to be carried 
out in the last week of May 2022/ first week in June. 
 
The Trust are now actively looking for further Grant funding, in order to assist the 
preschool to have their own dedicated space and so freeing up the main hall for 
future daytime rental. 
 
Going forward, rental of the Memorial Hall is picking up, but there is always room for 
more bookings. 



 
The Trust are, as always, looking for more funding to repair and make the Memorial 
Hall more attractive to prospective users.  
 
We are also looking to increase the number of Trustees in order to increase our skills 
base, gain new ideas, and to assist us in the everyday running of the Trust. If you 
feel that this would be something you would be interested in, please contact us. 
Contact details and other information are on our website https://nutley-war-memorial-
hall.co.uk/ 
 

 

Nutley Bowls Club 

 

2021 saw the Covid Regulations continuing to affect that 

year’s Season until July when rules were starting to ease. 

 

Once again members continued to show loyalty by continuing 

to pay their subscriptions but not necessarily playing when 

matches resumed. 

 

The maintenance of the green continued by the band of volunteers through the 

restrictions with all of the current rules applied which resulted in the usual 

expenditure but with no income. 

 

July saw the resumption of play and we were even able to arrange our annual fund 

raising event, The Alf Sayers Memorial Trophy, albeit on a smaller scale to allow for 

the current restrictions.  A very successful day with good weather. 

 

The rest of the season continued but with some reductions due to some reluctance 

by members/clubs wishing to gather together.  

 

The 2022 Season will see the introduction of a series of Open Days from Thursday 

19th May to Sunday 22nd May in the hope of encouraging  potential new members to 

“give it a go”. 

 

Maurice Robinson 

Vice Chairman 

Nutley Bowling Club 

 

 

 

 



Nutley Football Club 

 

 

 
We’ve had a good season at Nutley FC. It started with our first ever junior football 
tournament on the August bank holiday. It was really well attended with twenty 
teams playing and about 400 people visiting. The feedback was very positive. We’re 
very grateful to everyone that volunteered - they’re the ones that made it possible. 
 
We’ve had four teams playing competitive football this season: adults; U16s; U12s; 
U9s. We’ve also had an U7s team start training. 
 
Nutley adults are doing well in division three north of the Gray Hooper Holt league. 
Currently they are mid-table with a couple of games in hand. There is a really good 
team spirit. 
 
The U16s have completed their last season. We started training some of them on the 
green when they were just five years old! So it was quite emotional to see them play 
their last league game for us. Some of them have started playing for the adults. 

 



 
Our U12’s have had a brilliant season. They reached the quarter finals of the cup 
and finished 3rd in the league. Fun was had by all with some new players also 
starting at the club. Next season the team looks forward to going to 11 aside and on 
a much larger pitch.  
 
We now look forward to the tournament season in the sun. 
 
Nutley U9s had their first season together in the Crowborough and District mini 
league. The players have really developed individually and as a team, working hard 
to get the results that they deserve in a very competitive league. With the final game 
of the season approaching and some fun tournaments booked for the summer we 
hope to develop the team even more. 
 
Nutley U7s were newly formed this season. They trained through the winter months 
and now have the prospect of summer tournaments and entering a league for the 
forthcoming season. We have a great bunch of children who have loved learning 
techniques both individually and as a team. 
The pitches stood up well this season. They will be even better next season. We 
were very lucky to be in receipt of substantial grants from the Gatwick Community 
Trust and Football Foundation. These grants have allowed us to aerate, grass seed 
and fertilize the green. We will be repeating these tasks each season for the next six 
years. Thank you very much to everyone (Ian Ritchie in particular) involved in 
securing these grants and for those (Chubby, Mick and Hamish) that put in 
so much time and effort looking after the green. Interestingly we’ve not seen a repeat 
of the chafer bug infestation this season and the repair work we did has blended 
perfectly with the rest of the green. 
 
Our quiz night was a great success. Everyone seemed to have a lot of fun and we 
raised about £900 for the club! A huge thank you to all that contributed with 
organizing, cooking, working the bar, raffle prizes, setting up and tidying up. 
 
We are a friendly and community orientated club. We want to see people enjoying 
playing football. The club is run by eager and enthusiastic volunteers. If your child 
would like to join one of the teams then please get in touch. Also, if you would like to 
be involved as a volunteer then please, please get in touch! We really could do with 
some help regularly marking out the lines next season and perhaps some more 
grounds work. 
 
Thank you very much to everyone involved with the club and everyone who has 
supported the club. We would like to say a huge thank you to VacPro UK, UK Power 
Networks, multiframe Construction, Maresfield Parish Council, MakeReal, Chisel & 
Mouse, Vanguard Motorsport, Logoplaste, Sureflow, the Football Foundation and the 
Gatwick Airport Community Trust for their very generous donations this season. 
 
It’s been a great season and we look forward to many more to come. 
Gavin Paisley 
chair@nutleyfc.co.uk 
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Nutley Pre School 

We started the academic year 2020/21 on good numbers of children, following a 

large number of rising 5 children going up to school. Throughout that year we had 

many new starters with lots of families moving into Nutley and wanting to place their 

children at our setting. We finished the year on 28 children on the register. Which, 

following the pandemic was a great success. 

For the academic year 2021/22, we have started with similar numbers to 2020/21 

and although we have not had as many new enquiries this year, we still have 22 

children on the register and a good number of new starters over the coming months. 

We have continued to advertise locally on social media as well as through online 

channels, such as the Grapevine magazine which covers the region of Eastbourne, 

Wealden, and Lewes.  

During the last year, we have had several staffing changes, with staff leaving at the 

end of fixed term contracts, one member of staff to go on maternity leave as well as 

the need to recruit to balance the need for more staff on our busier days. We 

currently have 5 members of staff working at the setting, all of which bring a wealth 

of experience in the early years sector.  

Jess Blue-Bishop took the position of Manager in October 2020. Jess has been with 

us for coming up 5-years and has done an amazing job of steering us through the 

pandemic, keeping our doors open (covid restrictions permitting) and our children 

and staff safe.  

At the end of 2020, with the covid restrictions in place, we were very limited on 

fundraising events that we were able to run. With the Christmas market not possible, 

we launched our first ‘Carols on the Green’ event on Fords Green in Nutley. We had 

an amazing turn out and raised nearly £600 for our preschool! 

It was a quiet winter and spring time due to covid restrictions but at the start of the 

summer came the Nutley Village Fete! A long-standing tradition in the village and 

what a great day it was! Our ‘Barrow of Booze’ raffle sold over 1,000 raffle tickets 

and we raised £700 for our setting.  

Before we knew it, it was Christmas time again and the Christmas Market was back 

on! In conjunction with Nutley CofE Primary school, we launched the event and had 

a wonderful turnout. The stall holders saw great sales and with all of the sales from 

the kitchen, children’s craft table and raffle, by the end of the day, we had taken 

£1750, which is a record result!  

We went on to run our Christmas play and party for the children at the end of the 

term and finished with another ‘Carols on the Green’. A smaller event this year, with 

exceptionally cold and foggy conditions but those that braved it, helped to raise a 

further £350. 

Additional events this year have been a sponsored read for the children, raising 

money for new learning resources and an Easter Bunny Hunt at the Ashdown 

Garden Centre, Duddleswell which raised a wonderful £175.  



All these events and the funds raised have supported the setting in limiting our 

losses over the pandemic period and although what we have raised has not 

completely covered us, we are in a comfortable position financially as we move into 

the last term for this academic year. 

For grant applications we have been very grateful for the support of the LGW grant 

association to help with purchasing new outdoor play equipment as well as the funds 

received from Maresfield Parish Council for new learning and sensory toys for the 

children.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped and supported 

our preschool over the last year, especially our parents and staff, we are so grateful. 

With all of this support, it allows us to remain open and secure the future of the up-

coming Little Deers as well as to play an active part of the Nutley village community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



St Catherine’s  Hospice 

 

 

 

A larger St Catherine’s Hospice will provide more care in our community 

Every year, St Catherine’s Hospice cares for around 2,100 local people living with a 

life-limiting illness. As well as caring for patients, we offer support to their families: 

wives and husbands, sons and daughters and other loved ones who are left behind. 

Our vision is a world where everyone can face death informed, supported and pain 

free, but we’re not there yet. If we are to reach everyone who could benefit from our 

expert hospice care now and in the future, we need more space. That’s why we’re 

building a brand new hospice. Our new hospice will  increase the number of beds to 

24 , and expand our community, bereavement, emotional and Living Well  services. 

A new hospice will also allow us to provide more care for more people that need us in 
our local community. It will also enable our teams to support wider NHS and local 
healthcare systems by providing step-down care for people coming out of hospital who 
aren’t quite ready to return home on our wards. We will also offer respite care to carers, 
to give them a break from caring for someone they love at home.  

In March 2020 we had to pause the building of our new hospice as we focused our 

energies on delivering expert care during the height of the coronavirus pandemic. 

However, we’re delighted that building work on our new hospice has now started 

onsite at Pease Pottage.  We hope that we will be opening our doors and welcoming 

our first patients and visitors to our new home in Autumn 2023.  

To find out more or to make a donation towards your community’s new hospice please 

visit www.stch.org.uk/newhospice or call 01293 447361.  
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St Peter & St James Hospice 

Thank you very much for your continued support to St Peter St James 
Hospice. We are so grateful to the local community who have continued to 
support us during these challenging times. 
 
Last year, we supported 750 patients, carers and family members. We cared for 129 
people in our hospice inpatient unit and 542 people in their own homes, via our 
Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS) Team. A further 79 people received support via our 
bereavement counselling service.  
 
The numbers of patients and carers we are supporting is on an upward trajectory 
after the challenges and implications of working during the first year of the covid 
pandemic. As a rule of thumb, we assume for every patient and carer we are 
supporting, we are giving ‘soft’ or indirect support to at least two family members. 
This might be giving them advice, or it might just be relieving their own stress and 
anxiety as they recognise their loved one is getting good care and support from us.  
If we assume this, the total number of people we directly and indirectly supported in 
2021 is 2,250. 
 
We are continuing to see the trend of more people wanting to be cared for in their 
own homes. An upside of Covid is that we had to learn to work remotely and support 
people at home very quickly. We put in a number of measures to facilitate this, 
including increasing the number of nurses in our CNS team and improving 
technology so we could support people via video calls as well as home visits and 
the telephone. We also have members of our CNS team who work flexibly across 
both the community and inpatient unit. This works particularly well if people are being 
referred in from the community to the hospice, as they will already know some of the 
staff. 
 
About 73% of our patients had a diagnosis of cancer and the most common cancers 
we saw remained cancer of the digestive organs, the lungs and blood cancers. 27% 
of our patients had a condition other than cancer, including chronic respiratory 
disease, heart conditions, liver disease and Motor Neurone Disease. Traditionally 
hospices have primarily cared for people who have cancer, but most hospices, 
including ours, are opening up their referral criteria to care for more people who have 
non-cancer related end of life conditions. 
 
As with most organisations, Covid 19 has had a huge impact on our hospice and the 
way we work and we take Covid-19 precautions and safe practice very seriously. 
However, as a hospice we are now confident and practised working within the covid 
guidelines, and managing changes to guidelines. One impact of Covid is that we 
have seen patients being referred to us much later in their disease progression than 
before Covid, often due to delays in consultations, diagnosis and treatment. 
 
In December 2021 we welcomed a new Chief Executive Officer, Martin Powell. He 
joins us from a busy London hospice where he was Director of Palliative Care, so 
brings a lot of experience and ideas with him. 
 
 



Victim Support 

 

 

 

Victim Support is very grateful for the continued support of Maresfield Parish 

Council.  Their grant has enabled us to continue training volunteers to support 

victims and witnesses of crime in Sussex, with allocated volunteers to work in your 

Parish. 

 

It has been a difficult two years during the Covid Pandemic.  The number cases of 

Fraud (particularly dating fraud), Hate Crime and Domestic Abuse has increased by 

over 30%, not only in Sussex but nationwide.  In order to support these, and other 

victims, our volunteers have had to be supplied with smartphones and partially 

retrained in carrying out their support work by video calls, instead of face to face 

meetings. 

 

We would like to sincerely thank the Councillors for their decision to give us an 

annual grant that enables our volunteers to continue supporting these vulnerable 

victims. 

 

Sue Bartlett 

Office Administrator Volunteer 

 


