Climate Change Interest Group – Sponsored by Maresfield Parish Council
Local Climate Change Challenge
The Climate Change Interest Group is made up of local people and our aim is to challenge Maresfield Parish residents
to make changes in a variety of areas for the good of the environment.
September 2021 – Tree Planting for Climate Change

The UK government’s pledge to reach zero net carbon emissions by 2050 will hopefully be achieved by a variety of
measures, one of which is the government’s ’Nature for Climate Fund’ which has £640 million in its ‘war-chest’.
Planting millions of trees in the UK is an integral part of this initiative.
Trees remove CO2 from the air (photosynthesis uses sunlight, CO2 and water to create oxygen and organic matter),
prevent good-soil runaway in heavy rain, prevent flooding, increase biodiversity (countless species live and depend
on a single tree and, in turn, encourage other species to live nearby), provide shelter for livestock and enrich the
surrounding soil by drawing up nutrients with their deep roots. They also have huge physiological and psychological
benefits to people. Take a stroll through a wood and we challenge you not to emerge without feeling better!
Only 13% of the UK is under woodland, whilst the EU average is 37%, so we have work to do!
We would like to see as many trees as possible planted in our parish and this ties in nicely with the initiative ‘Plant a
Tree for the Jubilee’ – The Queen’s Green Canopy which Wealden DC is supporting.
If you are interested in planting a tree or many trees, are an individual or a school or parish group or if you have
identified an area within the parish where you would like to see trees planted then we would like to hear from you.
Email: assistantclerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk
Here are some points to think about:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Find the best tree species for your area, best planting times and how to care for them. This is vital. The
Forestry Commission and Woodland Trust will be happy to give you advice.
Planning permission not required if project is under 2 hectares.
You must establish and consult the legal owner of the land before planting any trees or applying for funding.
A pack of 420 trees cost around £395 at the Woodland Trust shop.
We need to increase NATIVE tree cover (oak, beech, alder, cherry, lime, ash, crab apple, field maple etc.).
This avoids new pests and diseases from seeds/saplings from abroad.
More farmland needs to be turned to agroforestry (only 3.3 % currently used and trees bring enormous
benefits to farmers, like, better soil, biodiversity, livestock shelter, flood protection, etc).
Plant a tree 12-20 feet from your house depending on tree size. Place at least 3-4 feet away from sidewalks,
patios etc. Place trees 10-30 feet apart from each other.
There are various sources of financial help if planting trees such as: ESCC’s ‘Building Stronger Communities
Fund’, The Woodland Trust’s ‘Free Trees for Schools and Communities’

