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DRAFT Minutes of the Maresfield Recreation Ground Committee meeting held remotely on 
Tuesday 8th September 2020 via Zoom 

Present: Cllr Mrs L Stevens Smith (Chair), Cllr Mrs S Cumming, Mrs T Allen,  
Mr D Barnard, Mr M Budgen, Mr G Prince, Mr A Russell, Mr C Sherwood,  
Mr R Smith and Mrs C Goossens (Clerk) 

 
1. Public session.  None. 
2. To approve apologies for absence and to note other non-attendance.  None. 
3. Declarations of Interest.  None. 
4. Adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting held on 23rd July 2020. 

The minutes as previously circulated were Agreed as a true and accurate record. 
5. Matters arising from these minutes not elsewhere on the Agenda. 

The Clerk reported that there are several ACTION points from the previous meeting still 
requiring attention.  ACTION:  Clerk. 

6. Financial Reports.  The Clerk reported that there is currently £1398.50 in the bank account. 
7. Club Reports: 

7.1. Football Seniors.  Mr Sherwood reported that there have been a couple of friendly 
matches played but the first home game is this coming Saturday.  The team has 
recruited some new players.  The Vets team have an away match on 13th September 
and their first home game on 4th October is yet to be confirmed.  The Seniors team is 
now training on a Wednesday evening. All training and matches have been entered 
into the MRG Bookings Calendar.  All equipment belonging to the Seniors is now out 
of the Pavilion and stored in the end external store cupboard.  A combination lock will 
be put on this cupboard in the coming days. 

7.2. Dynamos Juniors.  Mr Budgen reported that the season started last week albeit with 
slightly disappointing results.  The pitches are marked up. 
7.2.1. To consider and Agree request to re-instate provision of refreshments at 

matches. 
 The provision of refreshments at matches is the main source of revenue for the 

club and the revenue pays for the referees.  The Risk Assessment as 
previously circulated was discussed. 

 It was noted that when the Pavilion is refurbished, the kitchen may be out of 
use for a limited period.  Alternative options for continued refreshment 
provision were discussed. 

 ACTION:  Dynamos to provide Clerk with a copy of the relevant Level 3 Food 
Safety Certification. 

 The Chairman proposed re-instatement of refreshment provision at matches 
subject to all items on Risk Assessment being addressed and receipt of above-
mentioned certification.  This was seconded by Mr R Smith and Agreed 
unanimously. 

7.3 Cricket.  Mr Barnard requested circulation of an up to date Committee Membership 
Contact Sheet.  ACTION:  Clerk. 

 Maintenance to the cricket square is scheduled for the coming weekend.  MCC having 
liaised with MDJFC will ensure that the works take place after the juniors have finished 
playing.   

 With reference to the Bar License, the copy behind the bar is out of date.  Mr Barnard 
assured the committee that having spoken with Rother District Council certification is 
up to date.  It is thought that whilst historically there was only once license, both the 
Cricketers and Football Seniors now both hold a license.   
ACTION:  Mr Barnard (Cricket) & Mr Sherwood (Football Seniors) to provide Clerk 
with a copy of the up to date license(s). 
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7.3.1 Cricket enclosure.  A clear up is scheduled for this coming weekend.  It is 

impossible to put any additional items within the shipping container as this is 
already full.  The Clerk reiterated that the Parish Council cannot shoulder 
liability for theft of or damage to any items within the cricket enclosure. 

7.4 Stoolball.  Mrs Allen confirmed that all Stoolball equipment has now been moved from 
its original location in readiness for the internal pavilion refurbishment work.  A couple 
of wickets have been donated to a local school to encourage youth players. 
There have been two home games.  ACTION:  Treasurer to arrange payment of 
match fees for these two games.  
There have been some issues with the new keys for the side door.  It was noted that a 
little “perseverance” is required. 
ACTION:  Clerk to investigate possibility/cost of a number code door lock. 

7.5 Bowls.  Mr Russell reported new paving has been laid on the approach to the 
clubhouse.  There have been practice “roll ups” on Tuesday afternoons and Thursday 
mornings and a recent internal competition went extremely well with another planned 
for 17th September.  The Clerk thanked Mr Russell for forwarding information relating 
to the Bowls Club for inclusion on the new Parish Council website.   
ACTION:  All Clubs to forward links and information if they wish. 

 ACTION:  Clerk to ask FR Maintenance team to look at bottom of fence around Bowls 
enclosure.  This has been damaged by footballs missing the goal mouth.  It was noted 
that this is likely to be members of the public playing at MRG rather than the Seniors 
or MDJFC. 

8. Pavilion Matters: 
8.1 To receive update regarding quotations for internal pavilion improvement works 

and to agree final selection of contractor is made by Maresfield Parish Council. 
  The following points were noted in discussion:   

• The Chairman expressed the Committees gratitude to Mrs Cumming and the 

other members of the working party for the hours and dedication they have put 

in to getting this project to this point. 

• Mr Graham Parr drew up the initial plans and subsequent revisions free of 
charge. The Committee wishes to thank him wholeheartedly for all his 
voluntary assistance and involvement in this project.   
ACTION:  Clerk to send letter of thanks. 

• The working party received and considered four quotations based on the plans 
as drawn by Mr Parr. 

• Two quotes were at a high level and two at a similar lower level. 

• The Assistant Clerk has carried out an independent review of the four 
quotations and came to the same conclusion regarding a preferred contractor 
as that of the working party. 

• The working party and Assistant Clerk both recommend employing  
Peter Penfold to carry out the works, based on his submission of an extremely 
comprehensive quotation detailing all specifics and related costs totalling 
£28,626.44, but reduced to £27,686 when taking out the VAT element (the 
Parish Council can reclaim this if invoiced directly by the Electrician) 
associated with the electrical works.  Mr Penfold expects to be able to carry out 
the works in January/February 2021 and will take three weeks to complete the 
job. 

The Chairman proposed recommending to Council the appointment of Peter Penfold 
to carry out internal pavilion improvement works based on his quotation of £28,626.44, 
and to include provision for an additional £1000 to cover the cost of a new electrical 
consumer board.  This was seconded by Mr Prince and Agreed unanimously. 
It was noted that this item will be on the agenda for the forthcoming Full Council 
meeting on Tuesday 15th September.  ACTION:  Clerk to advice MRG Committee of 
Council’s decision. 
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9. Ground matters. 

Maresfield Conservation Group (in the absence of an active Fete Committee), would like to 
clear the Fete Committee Store Cupboard to the rear of the Pavilion to have a new concrete 
floor installed and make repairs to woodwork where necessary.  Hopefully, this will help to 
deter rats in the longer term.  There will be approximately six pallets required to store the 
contents of the cupboard place near the Pavilion for one week. 
ACTION:  Clerk to send email to Pat Palmer agreeing to the proposed works subject to there 
being no disruption to the regular teams who use the facilities. 
9.1 To consider and agree training/match schedule 
As noted earlier in the meeting, MDJFC and the Seniors are now training on separate 
evenings.  MDJFC confirmed they send a map of the area with details regarding parking 
“etiquette” to visiting teams also highlighting the provision of additional parking at Bonners 
School.  It was noted that resident parking, dog walker parking and ad hoc vans often left at 
the ground over the course of the weekend all exacerbate the lack of available space for 
hiring teams. 

10. Play area matters. 
The Clerk reported the play area is once again open for use and that it is sanitised weekly.  
Social distancing signage and user instructions are prominently displayed. 

11. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 24th November 2020. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.31. 

 


